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the Editions by Christian, Archbold, and Williams If the excellence of a book be best proved by the universality of
its reception, there are few of greater merit than the Commentaries of Blackstone a work, although expressly
treating of the Laws of England, not confined to the library of the lawyer, but occupying a distinguished place
in every collection of books bearing in any degree the character of judicious selection. The mass of information
contained in it, not legal only, but historical, and of times where the researches of historians are confessedly
involved in darkness, and its consequent doubt, oHen tends to corroborate facts the truth of which the isolated
details of early history leave unascertained, from some chasm in the chain of consequences ill supplied, or
inconsistency in the character of the persons or the circumstances connected with their production. The
enactment and repeal of statutes derive their cause and occasion from the vicissitude inherent in the nature of
all human aIairs whether resulting from the schemes of avarice, or the progress of ambition from the
emulations of genius, or the transforming powers of persevering industry from the darkness of superstition, or
the light of science and in the history of them transiently convey such sketches of the form and character of
times, persons, and things long past and forgotten, as by no other means can now be known and the customs
and manners of the darker ages are sometimes rendered more clearly obvious by the...
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