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Excerpt: . . . 11 ment of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998, which requires states and localities to bring
together about 17 federally funded employment and training services into a single system - the one-stop
system. State UI programs are mandatory partners in the one-stop system. Another mandatory partner is the
federal Employment Serv-ice, established by the Wagner-Peyser Act in 1933 to link job seekers with job oppor-
tunities. The Employment Service has historically been colocated with state UI of-fices to facilitate UI claimants
access to federally funded labor exchanges, job search assistance, job referral, placement assistance,
assessment, counseling, and testing. Most Workers Experience Unemployment and Over a Third Receive UI at
Least Once On the basis of our analysis of data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics National Longitudinal
Survey of Youth 1979 ( NLSY79 ), covering the 23-year period from 1979 through 2002, we found that 85 percent
of a nationally representative sample of late baby boom workers - workers born between 1957 and 1964 - had
experienced unemployment at least once between 1979 and 2002. Workers who experienced un-employment
were unemployed an average of five times over this 23-year period. Moreover, we found that of the 76 percent
who were eligible for UI benefits at least once, 38 percent had ever received UI. ( See fig. 1. ) Of those who
received UI bene-fits, 44 percent received them more than once; this represents about 17 percent of all of the
workers in this age...
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