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preparation of this volume, it has been the authors chief purpose to produce a text-book which shall include the
essentials of a comprehensive knowledge of practical surveying and at the same time be adapted to the use of
teachers and students in technical schools. In this book, which is essentially an elementary treatise, such
subjects as stadia, plane table, hydrographic and geodetic surveying, are entirely omitted, these subjects being
left for a later volume. Considerable stress is laid upon the practical side of surveying. The attempt is made not
only to give the student a thorough training in the fundamental principles and in approved methods of
surveying, computing, and plotting, but also to impress upon him the importance of accuracy and precision in
all of his work in the field and the drafting-room. In carrying out this purpose it has seemed necessary to lay
particular stress upon some points which to the experienced engineer or the advanced student may appear too
obvious to require explanation, but which teaching experience has shown to be most helpful to the beginner.
The most common errors and mistakes have therefore been pointed out and numerous methods of checking
have been explained. Every effort has been made to inculcate right methods even in minor details, and for this
purpose a large number of examples from actual practice have been introduced. In arranging the subject
matter of the work, the four parts are presented in what appears to be a logical sequence. First, the use,
adjustment, and care of instruments are taken up; then the next three parts, surveying methods, computations,
and plotting,...
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