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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Little Joanna: A Novel For lo! the winter is past;
the rain is over and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the
voice of the turtle is heard in our land! By these immemorial and infallible signs had Spring declared her
sovereignty in our valley; and, before the sun was well above the wooded hills beyond the river, Miss Basil was in
the garden, attired, for work in an old, well - worn drab merino, a pair of leather gauntlets that had seen
service, and the huge, traditional sun-bonnet of the South, formed by stretching a piece of calico over a sheet
of pasteboard. It was a point of conscience with this indefatigable woman to be in the garden betimes; for there
was always much to be done, and the laborers were few-consisting, in fact, with the exception of a little
occasional extra help, of none but herself and old Thurston, the gray-haired negro man-of-all-work, who, with
a peculiar fidelity compounded of laziness and rheumatism, still clung to the impoverished remnant of his ole
marster s family. The magical radiance of the April morning, scattering the mists that hung about the river and
the valley, revealed many a fair upland green with springing corn, and a rusty little town half veiled in vines; but
nowhere, In all that beautiful, hill - circled valley, through which our narrow and impetuous river pursues its
tortuous course, did that April morning linger with so tender, so revivifying grace as about the picturesque old
country-place of the Basils, a mile beyond the deep and tangled glen that...
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