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centenary anniversary of the death of Burns suggested to the author of the following pages the desirability of
having some account, however meagre and inadequate, of the past and present history of the parish from
which sprung the family rendered now world-famous by the genius of the great Bard. The author, alike from
observation, traditionary report, and his own reading, was for a considerable time impressed with the
conviction that there was enough of material for a history of the Parish of Glenbervie, either already recorded,
or to be got from trustworthy sources, sufficient to make a small volume, having some interest for natives and
residents, if not for a larger public. Besides the very considerable reading and research involved in its
preparation, there was necessarily a considerable discrimination to be exercised, not only as to the relative
value of whatever came to hand, but also a careful sifting, as to whether it was fact or fiction. The author,
therefore, while endeavouring honestly to prove all things and hold fast to that which is good, trusts that the
public will look with an indulgent eye on the many shortcomings and inaccuracies which no doubt will be
apparent to many of those who honour him by reading the little work. The history of the neighbouring parishes
of Fordoun and Laurencekirk has been ably dealt with already, but the author, whilst possessing the good sense
and humility to recoguise their complete superiority in respect of matter and merit with the present work, yet
ventures to hope that there may be here and there scattered through these pages something, however...
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