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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: .so high that Wanley suspected there was a conspiracy to run
up the prices. Harley, Robert, 1st Earl of Oxford (1661-1724), was the greatest book collector of his time. His
library, which included the manuscript collections of Foxe, Stow and D Ewes, was especially rich in early printed
books--particularly the Greek and Latin classics and works from the presses of Caxton, Wynkyn de Worde,
Pynson and other early English printers. In the library there were also a large collection of Bibles, works relating
to English history, early English poetry and romances. His books were handsomely bound, mostly in red
morocco, showing the pine-apple device. His son, Earl Edward (1689-1741), greatly increased the library, and at
his death it numbered some 50,000 vols., exclusive of a large collection of manuscripts and pamphlets The
printed books were purchased by Thomas Osborne, the bookseller, for about 13,000, who had a catalogue of
them prepared in four vols., now known as the Bibliotheca Harleiana. The manuscripts were purchased by
Parliament in 1753, for 10,000, and deposited in the British Museum. Rawlinson, Thomas (1681-1725), may be
called, said Dibdin, the Leviathan of book collectors during nearly the first thirty years of the eighteenth
century. He travelled in England and the Low Countries collecting books, manuscripts and pictures. Old and
beautiful editions of the classics, and whatever related directly or indirectly to English history were his especially
strong points. He left the largest library that had been collected up to...
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